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Hi Families,
What an incredibly busy few weeks we have had at Newbery Park with some fantastic
community events and learning opportunities for students and staff (with our pupil free
professional development days). With a week to go in the Term, we look forward to
celebrating our Indigenous learning theme at assembly this Friday, along with more
excursions on country and basketball round robin tournaments at the stadium next week.
Budinya Mraatu Opening
What an outstanding day we had on Thursday the 16 th of June for the launch of our
Indigenous learning space. To see our wider community embrace the day, the learning
that was occurring throughout the day with sessions from Aunty Michelle and Uncle Doug,
along with the support from our parents and friends and governing council members was
amazing to see.
While it is only a couple of weeks since the launch, the feedback has been extremely
positive and we have already had 4 other sites contact us to engage with our space and
work with our students in understanding the Craitbul story and do some planting. I am
looking forward to seeing this space evolve over the next 2-3 years and to see our students
along with the wider community use this space to enrich their learning and understanding
of Indigenous culture.
As I’ve touched on over the last 6 months, we have had a large number of people and
local businesses contribute their time and resources to this space which we are extremely
appreciative of, including:









Bowmans Earth Movers: The team from Bowman’s worked tirelessly on the earthworks
and resourcing of natural materials to come up with this amazing space based on our
plans. Your work and constant check-ins with us was greatly appreciated throughout
the whole process.
Cocky’s Signs: Our signage of Budinya Mraatu and the QR codes within the garden
have set this off and have linked the space to our learning programs perfectly. Again,
the continued support we get from Matt and Tam in making our signage throughout the
school is outstanding.
Sharp Cranes: Generously allowed us to borrow a cherry picker to put some ‘bat boxes’
up in the trees surrounding the garden. Thank you for supporting us and donating this
equipment for a short time free of charge.
Planet Ark National Tree Planting Grant: Ang applied for a grant through Planet Ark and
we were successful in winning $4,060 that went towards the purchase of native grasses
that we planted on the day, along
with tree guards.
Aunty Michelle and Uncle Doug: It
was fantastic to have Aunty
Michelle do a Welcome to Country
to open our formalities at our
launch and then work with the
students on weaving throughout
the day. Along with this, Uncle
Doug
performed
a
smoking
ceremony during the launch and
worked with students throughout
the day on the seasons, local
connections to country and taught
the students how to throw a
boomerang.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Week 9
Thursday 30th June
Room 6 Excursion
Friday 1st July
Assembly 9.00am
Week 10
Monday 4th July
Year 5/6 Round
Robin Basketball
Tuesday 5th July
Year 2/3/4 Round
Robin Basketball

Friday 8th July
Last day of Term 2
Early dismissal
2.00pm

2022
TERM DATES
Term 1
2nd February –
14th April
Term 2
2nd May – 8th July
Term 3
25th July – 30th
September
Term 4
17th October –
16th December




Both Aunty Michelle and Uncle Doug were thrilled with our space and we look forward to having them back at
Newbery later in the year and in to the future to work with our students within this space.
Jason Baker: We thank local musician who worked on the song ‘Raining on the Rock’ and performed this with
our students on the day, as well as his hands on support in the garden infrastructure.
Brett Kent: We also thank Brett for generously donating and working on the log seating for our learning space.

Along with the businesses and people that have supported us specifically with the development of Budinya Mraatu,
this is also a great opportunity to thank our other local community groups that have worked with Newbery Park over
many years in our Eco Learning program that will tie our Indigenous Garden to working on Country.
Limestone Coast Landscape Board continue to support our school with funding our Environmental Education
excursions and allowing us to work on country in this region. Again, Ang successfully applied for a grant through
Limestone Coast Landscape Board in late 2021, which allows us to work with them for the next 3 years and their
support through this and many other initiatives such as YELP (Young Environmental Leaders Program) is outstanding
for our site.
Other local community groups that also continue to support our school and work with our students on excursions
through our Eco Learning Program are Nature Glenelg Trust, Millicent Field Naturalists Group and the Lake McIntyre
Group. The work these groups do with our school is also fantastic and their knowledge that is passed on to our
students about our local community is always appreciated.
Lastly, our staff as a whole have engaged very well in this space but the driving forces behind this learning space
was Ang Jones (Eco Learning SSO) and Donna Baker (ACEO). They have both worked tirelessly over the last 6-9
months in particular on this project, working outside of school hours, dragging in their families in working in the space
(thank you Craig and Jason!), seeking out community groups to be involved and then tying it all back in to learning
in the classrooms. The work that both Ang and Donna do is extraordinary and I know they are extremely proud of
the outcomes they have achieved to this point, as am I of the work they have put in.
Working Bee
Last week we had a great turn out of parents and older siblings to work on some jobs around the school. Thank you
to all of those who turned out to support the school and I’m sure you would all agree that the shelter shed is a lot
brighter and the planting while not completely done yet, is getting there! Our school is looking great at the moment
and the pride our students and families take in it by supporting in days such as this shows a great community spirit.
Professional Development
Modelled Reading - On Friday, the 17th of June, our Literacy Improvement Senior Leader, Andrew Fewster, took the
staff through a day on ‘modelled reading’. The day involved teachers learning about what modelled reading is,
how it is situated in a reading block, how the Big 6 of Reading is taught through modelled reading and what
assessment tools we can use to gain an understanding of where our students are at during modelled reading
sessions.
The final part of the day involved teachers having some planning time to reflect on the theory involved and to
adapt some of their planning to be more intentional in their reading block. We then shared our plans with each
other and gave each other feedback.
We will continue on with some modelled reading sessions throughout our staff meetings during Term 3, before
moving into more professional learning around shared and guided reading.
Learning Intentions / Success Criteria / Goal Setting – Last Friday, the 24th of June, our teaching staff joint over 130
other teachers from within our SECAV partnership in expanding our learning on Learning Intentions, Success Criteria
and Goal Setting. This day proved to be extremely beneficial in affirming some things that we are doing very well
in this space, but also providing us with some areas that we can further explore to become more intentional and
transparent in our teaching.
As a staff team we will continue to explore this learning over the remainder of the year and in to 2022, to maintain
students are always understanding why they are doing the learning, how they can be successful in it and then
where to next in their learning.
Early Dismissal
A reminder that on Friday the 8th July, we will have an early dismissal at 2pm. Our bus services will also run an hour
early to maintain these students are collected an hour early also.
Thanks
Sam Currie
Principal
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Room 3 & 10 Excursion to Mt Burr Swamp

Mount Burr Swamp
Room 10 and 3 went on an excursion to Mount Burr Swamp on the 28th of June. We
firstly went to the shed to hear what we needed to do then we had a quick break to go
to the toilet, eat and to stretch our legs. After, we had to split up into groups of two.
One was Room 3 and 10 and Rose from Glenelg National Trust was our guide. She took
us through the pine to look at some types of fungi and list how many funguses we could
find in the pines. We had to try and beat 20 fungi types. We found more than 20 fungi
types and even one that looked like a fairy house.
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Written by Logan Widdison

School
News
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1

SAPSASA
NETBALL
Congratulations
Tamika!!
Tamika is representing
our school at
SAPSASA Netball this
week in Adelaide.

Bus Safety and Awareness
On Monday 27th June, Michael spoke to students about Bus Safety and
awareness. Students learnt about waiting for the bus, boarding the bus
safely and how the emergency exits work.
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