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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
What a quick 6 weeks it has been already! As a site we have made a fantastic start to
the learning year, with another busy few days ahead with Sports Day this Friday. Miss
Hanton and her Sports Day Committee have been busy preparing for an amazing day.
A reminder that all visitors to the site need to sign in using the QR codes placed at our
entries (or paper form located at scorer’s tent) and follow our COVID safe guidelines
including social distancing.
Acquaintance Night
In week 4 we held our first Acquaintance night for a few years with great success. Despite
the extremely warm weather, it was great to see so many students showing their families
around their classroom and school in such a welcoming and relaxed manner.
Mathematics Professional Development
Over recent weeks, our teaching staff have been working through Professional
Development sessions focusing on exploring a range of formative assessment strategies
to use in order to gather on the spot data, in order to plan more targeted and
differentiated lessons for all students.
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REMEMBER
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As a part of our growth in the area of ‘teaching through problem solving’, our teaching
staff attended a pupil free day working with Ann Baker and many other schools within the
region. Ann then spent a day later in the week observing all teachers and providing
feedback. Just like we do with our students, Ann then sat with each individual teacher
and leaders to look at ‘teacher goals’ that we will now work on in order to improve our
teaching.
AGM / Governing Council Meeting
In week 4 we held our AGM, followed by our first Governing Council meeting of the
year. It was very pleasing to see a committed group of elected members, who I will work
alongside of throughout 2021 to ensure that our students receive the best learning
experiences possible. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday the 25 th of March (week
9) in the school library at 5:15pm.
Governing Council Chairperson:
Deputy Chairperson:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Members:

Jo Taylor
Amie Brant
Fiona Hein
Susan Gordon
Kylie Ross, Emelia Tidy, Kiralie Bennier, Leanne
Shawyer, Hannah Dyson (staff), Guido Cozzi (staff)

Parent Perspective Feedback
Along with this newsletter, this afternoon you would have received an attachment on
Seesaw titled, ‘Parent Perspective Feedback’. As a site, from leadership, to teaching
staff, to SSO staff to our students, we are always looking at ways to improve our school in
all aspects. In order to continue to make steps and improve, we would greatly
appreciate your input by completing the short questionnaire and providing your
responses through Seesaw. If you would like a paper copy, please see Tam or Guido in
the front office.
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TERM DATES 2021
TERM 1
27th Jan – 9th April
TERM 2
26th April – 2nd July
TERM 3
19th July – 24th Sept
TERM 4
11th Oct – 10th Dec.
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School Morning Opening Time
Our school classroom day starts at 8:50am, with the school crossing and yard duty teachers present from 8:30am
in the morning to maintain students are entering the school grounds safely and to provide supervision for our
students.
Bus students arrive a little after 8:20am and must come in to the front office to be supervised, before going
outside at 8:30am. A reminder that all other students are asked to be dropped off at school from 8:30am
onwards as the school does not take over duty of care until this time.
Parent Teacher Interviews
This year, our parent teacher interviews will be held in Week 10. Within the next few days you will receive a link
via Seesaw to our online booking system to make a time to meet with your child’s teacher. We look forward to
meeting with you all and discussing your child’s progress in all areas of school life.
NAPLAN 2021
Our students in Yr 3, 5 and 7 will complete the NAPLAN assessments online this year (Yr 3 students will complete
the writing task using paper and pencil. All other tested areas will be done online). The testing will take place in
Term 2 and further details will be provided later in the term.
A trial assessment will occur on Thursday March 25 th. This will involve year 3, 5 and 7 students completing a 45
minute practice test which will incorporate literacy and numeracy perspectives. Please be aware that an
assessment report of student achievement will not be provided to families for the practice test. For
parents/caregivers of students in these year levels a privacy collection notice will be sent home via Seesaw.
Sam Currie
Principal

th

Friday 5 March
Sausages $2.00
Bottled water & Fruit Boxes $2.00
Soft Drink Cans $2.50
Hot drinks Milo, Coffee and Tea $2
Zooper Doopers & Popcorn 50c
Cakes/slices various prices
Canteen will be open from 9am selling all of the above except sausages.
Sausage in bread will be available from 12pm (from canteen).
WE NEED YOUR HELP... DONATED CAKES/SLICES ACCEPTED AS OF
TODAY AND FRIDAY MORNING – Thank you for your support.
If you have some spare time we need Volunteers for District SAPSASA Sports
Day later this term. We can only offer these services with your help.
Thanks, Parents & Friends Committee
PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL
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The Wellbeing Room
We are lucky enough this year to have a Wellbeing
room accessible to all students in the school to support
their emotional and interoceptive needs. We use
concepts from the Berry Street Education model with
the ultimate goal being ALL students having the ability
to self-regulate.
If students feel stressed they utilise strategies from their
personalised Ready to Learn Plan. If these are not
successful, they may need to visit the wellbeing room.
In this space they will complete an interoception activity, talk to an adult, and then
reengage in their learning.
It was fantastic to see many students showing their
parents the wellbeing room during Acquaintance
night, and listening to them articulate its purpose
confirms their understanding of the Berry Street
strategies that underpin the room’s existence.
Brydie Merrett
Senior Leader

Wellbeing and Engagement

Jess’s Corner
Headspace Visit
On Friday of week 4 the year 6/7’s were visited by
Headspace who ran through a workshop with our students
surrounding mental health.
The students learnt about
the different forms of
support services that are
around to support
them when they
need it.
The students will
have
other
opportunities this
year to run through different workshops facilitated
by Headspace.
Jess
Pastoral Care Worker

Writing on sticky notes what they enjoy doing to help
them be able to implement self-care.
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Paints we
can make
from
Nature!
Aboriginal Australians
over thousands of years
have used all types of
berries, flowers, small
insects and roots of plants
to create different
coloured dyes and inks for
all types of purposes.
Dyes and paints were
designed for things such
as body paints for cultural
events and staining
weaved items to make
them more beautifully
colourful and vibrant.
A few of our students
have been experimenting
with different coloured
berries and flowers found
within our own school
garden to find out what
colours could be created
form our own yard.
The art is being displayed
in our front office area so
please be sure to stop by
and have a look.
Donna Baker
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Room 3 – Science

Living Things Investigation
This term in Science, our class is exploring living things and
their features. On Monday, we discussed whether plants are
living things. We decided that they were living because they
can grow, eat, drink and reproduce. Our task was to find a
plant or flower in the garden and investigate the external
features that we could see and draw a labelled diagram in
our books. We felt like real scientists using magnifying
glasses to see all the features up close!
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Maths

in Room 11

We have been
investigating how
to use appropriate
units of
measurement for
length. Initially,
students found a
variety of different
ways to measure
the length of
different things
without using a ruler however, they found this challenging as they
discovered that this way of measuring was not as accurate as
measuring with a ruler to find the length.
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YELP
Logan - on the 23/2/2021 we went to Naracoorte caves for YELP.
First we went into a cave for a slideshow to learn about what we
are doing for YELP. After we did that we went on a ghost hunt to
find different pictures of cardboard that were fake pictures of
animals. Me, Darrien and Josh split into partners. Me and Darrien
were partners but Josh had a different school partner. I thought
it was interesting.
Trixie -Southern Australia
bats are endangered.
Microbats can eat as
much as 40 percent of
their own body per
hour. Bats are thought
to be related most
closely to the
Dermoptera a small
order of mammals two
species which includes
the colugos or flying
lemurs of the
Philippines.

Darrien - On Tuesday the 23/2, we went to Naracoorte caves for YELP. We had a talk about what
we were doing over the year at YELP. Then we were split into 2 groups. Logan, Josh and I went on
a ghost animal hunt around the caves. We found all 10 animals on the sheet, and we recorded
the information that the sheet asked for. Then we went to the bat cave to observe a big group of
microbats on a big camera screen. The playground had lots of tunnels, a big rope web, a slide
and a swing. This was probably the best experience that any of us would ever get in our whole
lives.
Josh - On the 23/2/2021 we went to the
Naracoorte caves. We did the ghost hunt, where
you find a fake animal and you write down the
information about the animal. Some of the
information is about the habitat, food and if the
animal is endangered. We saw the micro bat
from the monitor and an interesting fact is that
they wee upside down. The micro bats shake the
wee off them when they are done. They slow
down their heart in winter to one beat per minute.
The micro bat is endangered because of all the
predators and they only have 1 baby a year. The
average life for a micro bat is 8 years, but there is
1 bat that was tagged 20 years ago but it could
be older but they don’t know. It was fun because
we lent facts about the minute bat.
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Reading at Home

By Mrs Herrewyn

There are so many benefits to reading with your child or children at
home - no matter what age they are!
Reading together at home promotes confidence, self-esteem,
relationships, routines and communication and sharing. How often
do you read at home together?
Some tips for reading at home
https://petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/Parents_guide.aspx)

Find a reading time that works for your
family. Limit the time and set the timer if
reading in the past has always been
difficult. It is better to have an enjoyable 10
minutes than a laborious 30 minutes where
everyone is left feeling frustrated.
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Numeracy Games
By Mrs Herrewyn

Developing children’s number skills can also be a quick and easy routine
that is built into every day. Try some of these games / activities, and work
together to build automatic, fluent number skills!

The 24 Game
This is a very simple game that will help your child practice their arithmetic skills, and it is a game they can
play with a group of friends.
What you need to play:


A pack of playing cards (The number cards only)

How to play:
Step 1: Each player picks 4 number cards at random from the pile.
Step 2: They then need to find a way to manipulate the 4 digits using any of the 4 operations (+, -, x, ÷) so
the end result is 24 For example, if they chose 4, 7, 8, 8, they could do (7 – (8÷8) x 4 = 24)
Step 3: If nobody is able to reach 24, you can make it closest wins!

The Pig Dice Game
This game is similar to the skunk game, but there only needs to be one player and one dice. However, even
with only one dice things will still get tense!
What you need to play:



One dice
A sheet of paper

How to play:
Step 1: Throw the die and the player records the number that they roll. As long as a one isn’t thrown, the
player can roll again and add the number to their total.
Step 2: After each throw, the player has to decide whether to throw again or keep the points they’ve scored.
If a one is thrown at any point, the player loses all the points scored so far.
Step 3: The first player to score 100 is the winner.

The Biggest Number
Place value is a crucial skill for children to grasp during primary school, and this simple card game will help
them to do that in visual and fun way.
What you need to play:



One place value grid (drawn onto a piece of paper)
A deck of playing cards

How to play:
Step 1: Each player draws a place value grid, with an agreed number of places. E.g. Thousands, hundreds,
tens and ones.
Step 2: Using a deck of cards 2-10, Ace and picture cards, with 2-10 being worth their digit, Aces being
worth 1 and picture cards being worth 0.
Step 3: Players take turns to draw a card from the pile, and each player chooses which column to record the
number in. The winner is the person to have the biggest number recorded at the end of the game.
Check out https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/fun-maths-games-activities-for-kids/#9-3-best-hands-on-maths-games-and-activitiesto-do-at-home- for more suggestions of games and activities that you might like to try at home.
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